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FOREWORD

It was in 1920 that the late Pandit A. Mahadeva Sastri
of revered memory, the then Director of The Adyar
Library, published The Yoga Upanishads as the first
Volume of the Upanishads series according to the plan
which he had outlined in his preface to that volume.
He carried on the work till the beginning of 1926 when
he passed over. The subsequent progress of these
publications till its completion with thiz volume is traced
out in the Introduction to this Volume written by my
learned colleague Dr. C. Kunhan Raja, the Honorary
Curator of the Oriental Section of The Adyar Library.
It iz under his scholarly supervision that this volame has
been brought out. In the main, it is the work of Pandit
N. Ramanatha Sastri of The Adyar Library ably assisted
by Pandit T. R. Seshadri Sarma, also a member on the
staff of the Library. To all these I beg to tender my
grateful thanks,

G. Semvivass Mugmr,

Honorary Director.






INTRODUCTION

Wirn this volume containing the Chindogya and the
Brhadiranyaka Upanigads, the one hundred and eight
Upanigads with the commentary of Upanisad Brahma
Yogin have been finished. The series of Upanisad
publications now brought to a close with this volume was
begun in the year 1920, in which year the late Pandit
Mahadeva Sastri, then Director of the Adyar Library:
published the Yoga Upanisads with the commentary,
In the following year he published the Saimanya Vedinta
Upanisads. The Vaisnava Upanisads were published
in 1928, The Saiva and the Sikta Upanisads were
published in 1925. A+t this stage, the learned Director
of the Library passed away. Of the 98 Minor Upanisads,
there were the Samnyéasa Upanigads remaining. [ came
to the Adyar Library at this time, in April 1926,

In the Preface to the first volume of the Upanisads
published by the late Pandit Mahadeva Sastri, he had
written as follows: “ Except for any unforeseen cause,
there will be no occasion for delay in the publication
of the succeeding volumes of the text and the com-
mentary according to the present plan. One volume

at least of the size of the present one may be issved:
B



o

every year.,” Unfortunately, some unforeseen cause
arose in the death of the learned Director, who could
publish only four volumes (The Saiva and the Sakta
being taken as a single volume). The remaining one
volume containing the Samnyisa Upanisads had to lie
over for some time. I had to publish the two volumes
of the catalogne of the wanuseripts in the Library,
as soon as I came to the Library (Pandit Mahadeva
Sastri had begun the printing of this catalogue, but
could finish only a small portion). In 1929, when
Mr, T. R. Chintamani, M.A, was my colleague in the
Library, this volume was taken up and published.
Upanigad Brahma Yogin has written a commentary
on all the one hundred and eight Upanisads, and
with these five volumes, only the ninety-eight Minor
Upanisads were finished. The remaining ten Major
Upanigads had to be taken up. We have already many
editions of the commentary of Sri Sankaracarya for these.
ten Upanigads, and Upanigad Brahma Yogi was .closely
following this commentary. Yet the publication of this.
commentary for the ten Major Upanisads, it was found,
will not be a duplication of material. For one thing,
Upanigsad Brahma Yogin is extremely lucid in his
presentation of Sankaracarya’s position. - With these ten
Major Upanigads added, the whole set will be a fine
edition of all the Upanisads with the commentary of a
single author, very handy, uniform:and well printed.
So the Library decided to print the ten Ma.]ur Ul}n.mqn.ds
also in the series, A : :
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The plan of a publication of the Upanisads
from the Adyar Library was seriously taken up by
Dr. Schrader, who became the Director of the Library
in 1905. In 1908, he published a descriptive catalogue
of the Upanisad Manuscripts in the Library. In this
catalogue Dr. Schrader showed his ability as a critical
scholar, This is the first volume of the complete
descriptive - catalogue of manuscripts in the Library.
(It is regrettable that for various reasons hig plan
could not be proceeded with and no further volumes
of this descriptive catalogue appeared. The matter
will now be taken- up soon.) In the year 1912,
Dr. Schrader published the first volume of the text of the
Minor' Upanisads. This volume contained the Upani-
sads designated the Samnyasa Upanisads. The volume
contained a very scholarly Preface and also critical notes.
All the variant readings collected from the manuseripts
were ingorporated in the form of foot-notes. This
edition was meant for scholars who want to examine the
Upanigad Texts for critical study. In the later volumes,
this plan has not been very carefully followed. The
size of the later Upanigad volumes published from the
Library is different from that of Dr. Schrader’s edition,
and all the Samnyasa Upanisads were later re-published
with the commentary, uniform to the publmatlona stﬂrtad
by Pandit Mahadeva Sastri. _

Apart from the 98 Minor Upanisads and thaﬁan
Major Upanisads, there are in the Adyar Library (also -

in Libraries: like the Government Oriental Manusm
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Library, Madras) wanuscripts of various works that have
come down to us under the name of Upanisads. I
thought it worthwhile to publish all those works, and in
1932 I brought out a volume of Upanisads containing all
those Un-published Upanisads. It is true that some of
them had been published before. But this is the first
time when all such works that are known as Upanigads,
but that are not included among the well-known 108
Upanisads, have been published in a single volume.
The size of the volume and the plan of publication are
uniform with .the volumes that had been started by
Pandit - Mahadeva Sastri. The matter had not been
eritically examined for publication. It is more or less
a. presentation in print of the material available in
manuseripts. Since manuscripts arve rare many scholars
have no access to these works. The object of the
Library in publishing the volume was only to make
available to scholars the material that was confined to a
few manuscripts till then.

After this volume was published the ten Major
Upanisads with the commentary of Upanisad Brahwa
Yogin were taken up. They are published in two
volumes. The first volume containing eight Upanisads
(Isa to Aitareyi) was published in 1935, The second
volume containing the remaining two, namely the
Chandogya and the Brhadaranyaka Upanisads is now
published in this volume,

Thus in eight handy volumes we have now all the
108 Upanigads with the commwentary of a single author,
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the Upanisad Brahma Yogin, and 71 other Upanisads,
which bear this name but which are not included in the
list of Upanisads according to traditional reckoning.
These 108 Upanisads are enumerated in the Mukti-
kopanisad, which is in this series published in the
volume containing the Saménya Vedinta Upanisads,
as No. 14 on pages 345 to 377, the enumeration itself
appearing in stanzas 30 to 39 on pages 349 and 350,
From the fact that the other 71 Upanisads are not
enumerated here, one should not discard them as
spurious. Many of the Upanisads enumerated in the
list are very late ones, and many of the Upanisads
outside of this list sre comparatively early., For a
critical scholar and for students of religion, all the
‘Upanigads, whether included in the traditional list or
not, are of great importance, and of equal importance.
All of them deserve serious study.- j
The Upanisads do not belong to any specific time
in the history of the development of Indian religion
and Philosophy. Many of them grew up in later times
and they belong to sectarian religions of later times.
The Texts of these Upanisads are not uniform; they
show considerable variations. It is necessary to edit
these Upanisads giving all the variants in readings, so
that scholars can know how the Upanisad Texts have
fared in different parts of India and at different periods
in the history of Indian religion and Philosophy. The
publication of the eight volumes of Upanisads ‘does not
supersede the work started by Dr. Schrader, nor does ib.
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mean the abandonment of his plan. His work has to be
taken up and continued to its finish. But, in order teo
fulfil this object the Library must have the services of
a scholar who can. devote his entire time for the work,
and the Library does not have that facility at present.

Side by side with this edition of the text of the
Upanigads, it will be well if an English translation too
could be given. Pandit Mahadeva Sastri says in his
Preface to the Yoga Upanisads (the:first volume pub-
lished by him) as follows: “I can, however, make no
promise at present as to when the first volume of the
English Translation of these Upanisads will appear.”
This is a matter that must be taken up, and it will be
taken up soon.

The Pandits of the Adyar Library have Bpared no
Pmns to make the edition useful and reliable.- The late
Pandit Venkatrama Sastri was a good scholar and he
was intimately connected with the publications of the
Library as long as he was alive. He prepared the
original copy for the first eight of the ten Major
Upanigads. The press copy of the Chandogya and the
Brhadaranyaka Upanisads were prepared by Pandit
N. Ramanatha Sastri. The press copy of all the ten
Upanigads were corrected and made ready in the final
form for the Press by Pandit T. R. Seshadri Sarma and
Pandit N. Ramanatha Sastri. The proof reading of the
two volumes too was done by these two Pandits, I have
seen the press copy in its final form and I have also
gone through the proofs. after. they were corrected by
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the Pandits. All the credit for bringing out the Upani-
gad volumes (especially the later volumes after I came
to the Library) goes to the Pandits of the Library.

In each of the volumes, the names of the Upanigads
that appear in that particular volume are given, with the
page mnumber where it begins, At the end of the
Samnyasopanisad, there is given an alphabetical index
of the ninety-eight Minor Upanisads with the volume and
page where it oceurs and also the serial number of the
Upanisad in the list as given in the Muktikopanigad.
In this volume I am giving the index of the one hundred
and eight Upanisads in the order in which they are
enumerated in the Muktikopanisad, and I have added
also the particular Veda and Sakha to which the
Upanisad belongs. In another list is also given the one
hundred and eight Upanisads classified under the various
Vedas and Sikhas to which they belong. In each of the
volumes are given indices of proper names and of
important words that occur in the Upanisads published
in that volume.

Adyar Labrary, C. Kuxaan Rasa
July, 1936.
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